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shows that the nervous system does not escape. The 
occurrence of fatty degenerations in so many tissues of 
the body, points to some fundamental alteration in the 
processes of metabolism which phosphorus has the 
power of bringing about, but what this really consists in 
we can as yet only conjecture. A. F. 


CLINICAL. 

ARTHROPATHY AND SYRINGOMYELIA. 

Nissen, of Halle, at the twenty-first meeting of the 
Congress of German Surgeons, presented two interesting 
cases. The first was that of a man, twenty-seven years 
of age, who had been scoliotic since his thirteenth year. 
His disease dates from 1883. There thqn appeared in 
the region of the shoulder and the left arm, without any 
appreciable cause, an eruption of small vescicles and pus¬ 
tules, which, on healing, left a cicatricial contraction of 
the integument. At the same time the skin of the arm 
and left shoulder, as well as that of the corresponding 
side of the thorax, lost all sensibility and the scapulo¬ 
humeral articulation became the seat of a well character¬ 
ized arthropathy. Last year, following a fall upon 
the shoulder, a large abscess of this region formed, in 
spite of any cutaneous lesion. After this was opened 
there remained a fistula which still remains there to-day, 
and from which there have issued various foreign bodies. 
It also secretes a large quantity of clear and viscid fluid. 
The skin of the limb is entirely insensitive to pain and 
heat. The integument of the arm and region of the left 
scapula has the appearance of a cicatrix in a large ex¬ 
tent, as if it had been the seat of a burn. The shoulder 
joint is very mobile and swings in all directions. The 
head of the humerus has apparently disappeared entirely 
more or less. The synovial membrane is greatly thick¬ 
ened. Motion of the articulation is accompanied by 
cracking noises as in arthritis deformans. 

The second case of this affection which came under 
the writer’s observation, was that of a woman, forty-four 
years of age. Her affection dates back some twelve 
years. It began by a diminution and a subsequent dis¬ 
appearance of sensation in the left upper extremity. This 
insensibility persists till to-day, and one observes in her 
case, as in that of the former patient, all the signs of arthro¬ 
pathy, evidently of spinal origin, and located in the left 
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seapulo-humeral joint. Besides this, the arm is the seat 
of a pronounced oedema. On the contrary, the arm skin 
does not present any cicatrical changes. Finally, in both 
the patients, the muscular force is considerable decreased, 
and in the left arm the muscles are quite atrophied.— 
La Semaine Mddicale , No. 31, 1892. F. H. P. 

A CASE OF SPASTIC HEMIATHETOSIS. 

Alexander Koranyi (Centralbl. f. Nervenheilkunde 
und Psychiatrie) reports such a case, the history of 
which presents some points of interest. The patient, a 
young man twenty-two years of age, had, when in his 
fourth year, a sudden attack of right hemiplegia. Ex¬ 
amination showed a remarkable difference in the degree 
of development in the two sides, especially in the length 
of the extremities, the left being much longer than the 
right. The athetoid movements were observed in the 
right upper and lower extremities. The attitude as¬ 
sumed by the members were of such force that it really 
constituted a spastic contraction. The corresponding 
reflexes were much increased. A peculiar condition ex¬ 
isted in the course of the nerves of the right extremi¬ 
ties. Pressure along the nerve trunks brought on a per¬ 
manent contraction, which lasted as long as the pressure 
was kept up, resembling very much a cataleptic condi¬ 
tion. Pressure on a single point not only brought on 
spastic contraction in the immediate muscle, but in 
others as well. Sometimes on releasing such pressure, 
it was possible, by voluntary effort, to bring the limb or 
members into normal position, a fact of which the pa¬ 
tient frequently availed himself. The mechanical reac¬ 
tion was very marked. Galvanism had very much the 
same action on the nerves as had the pressure. The au¬ 
thor was convinced that cases of spastic hemiathetosis 
were not infrequent after spastic infantile hemiplegia, 
although some cases might originate in a polyencepha¬ 
litis. B. M. 


HEMIATROPHY OF THE FACE. 

(Skyme, Brit. Med. Journ., March 26, 1892.) The pa¬ 
tient, a girl of seven years, has a good family and per¬ 
sonal history, with the exception that her father is rheu¬ 
matic and her mother is very nervous. When three 
years of age she got her head jammed in the bars of an 



